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Biological Weapons Capabilities Chemical Weapons Capabilities

Country State Declaration Allegations State Declaration Allegations

Syria Syria “hinted” at 
BWC capabilities.

2010 report indicates 
Syria continues 
activities banned by 
BWC

Declared CW 
stockpile and 
facilities after using 
CW against rebels 
in Syria

Syria has extensive 
CW program.

Taiwan None None Declared having 
small quantities of 
CW for research

Rumored defensive 
CW capabilities

United 
States

Declared and 
destroyed BW 
stockpiles by 1973

Russia claims United 
States is undertaking 
BW research.

Declared large CW 
stockpile and 
destruction 
underway. To be 
completed by 2023

Russia claims 
inspection of US 
facilities may be 
blocked by legislation; 
says US did not report 
moving CW from Iraq 
to United States 
between 2003 and 
2008.
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Source: Arms Control Association, “Chemical and Biological Weapons Status at a Glance,” http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/cbwprolif.

It is often said that one person’s terrorist is another’s freedom fighter. How can 
a Basque separatist in Spain, a Tamil Tiger in Sri Lanka, an al-Qaida fighter in 
Iraq, or a member of the Irish Republican Army be categorized? Generally 
speaking, terrorism involves the threat or use of violence to instill fear and cre-
ate uncertainty; this definition rests on broad intents and purposes. A terrorist 
attack is a premeditated political act that is often directed at civilian targets and 
designed to change an existing political order.

Anyone who reads or watches the news commonly associates terrorism with 
nongovernmental groups and networks. However, governments are directly and 
indirectly complicit in some of these activities. In its annual report, the US 
Department of State identifies those governments it categorizes as state spon-
sors of terrorism.14 These countries cannot receive US aid in the form of arms, 
are restricted with respect to the items with military and civilian applications 
they may purchase from the United States, and are eligible only for very limited 
types of US aid. The 2013 list included Cuba, Iran, Sudan, and Syria—countries 
long at odds with the United States and disdainful of its designations and poli-
cies. The countries appearing on the list defiantly dismiss its validity, citing the 
United States itself as the chief perpetrator of terrorist activity.


